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Obtaining Your For Hire Permit 
and Vehicle Certificates
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For assistance or to request this document in an alternate format, visit http://business.wa.gov/BLS or call 1-800-451-7985. Teletype (TTY) users may call 360-705-6718.

We are pleased to enclose the application forms required to obtain your For Hire Permit and Vehicle  
Certificates. Our goal is to help you successfully establish and operate a business in Washington.

How much will it cost to license my business?
There are several fees you must pay if you are 

starting a new For Hire business:

For Hire permit...............................................$20
(Required if your city or county does not license 
taxi businesses)

For Hire certificate each vehicle..................$20

State tax registration................................ no fee

Trade name registration..................................$5

Taxi Meter each meter...................................$25

Business License Application fee...............$15

How do I renew my vehicle certificates?
You must renew your For Hire Vehicle Certificates 

each year. A renewal notice will be sent about one 
month before your certificate expires, however it is 
still your responsibility to renew if you do not receive 
the notice.

To renew:
1.	 We must have valid insurance on file, which lists 

all vehicles being renewed.
2.	 You must pay $20 per vehicle 
3.	 You must pay $25 per taxi meter	
4.	 You must include a $9 renewal process fee

How do I add/change a vehicle?		
If, at any time during the year, you wish to add or 

change a vehicle, please provide the following:
• 	 Proof of insurance for the additional vehicles.
• 	 A photocopy of the vehicle registration for each 

vehicle added. Each vehicle registration must 
show “CAB” or “F/H” in the use class.

• 	 The For Hire certificate fee of $20 for each ve-
hicle.

Your For Hire Permit is valid as long as you  
remain in business, but your Vehicle Certificates 
must be renewed each year.

A for hire license is required for any business  
that provides transportation for compensation and 
is not required to be registered through Utilities and 
Transportation Commission, or is not a limousine 
company.

What to send or bring:
		Completed Business License Application form.
		Certificate of Insurance (can be faxed from the insurance company). See reverse for sample.
		Current copy of Washington State Vehicle Registration for each vehicle. See reverse for sample.
		For Hire Addendum form, already signed by the local approving authority. (This form can be faxed.) 

Form available from the Business Licensing Service 1-800-451-7985, Fax (360)705-6699.



 	 Owner name & firm/trade name must be the same on insurance, business application & vehicle  
registration certificate.

 	 Include policy number.
 	 Policy effective & expiration dates must show current coverage.
 	 Display name of insurance company.
 	 Minimum combined single limit coverage of $325,000 
				    OR 
	 split limit coverage of  $300,000/$100,000/$25,000.
	 Insurance certificate must show year, make and complete VIN # of each car, which must match  

vehicle registration certificate.
	 Certificate holder must be State of Washingtion, Business Licensing Service, PO Box 9034 Olympia, 

WA 98507.
 	 Use class must be “F/H” or “CAB”. 

Sample Requirements
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If you have questions or need further information, please call Business Licensing Service at 1-800-451-7985.
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CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE daTe (MM/dd/YY)
05/12/11

PrOdUCer

GENERIC INSURANCE
ABC LANE
ANYWHERE        WA 98111-1111

THIS CerTIFICaTe IS USSUed aS a MaTTer OF INFOrMaTION ONLY aNd CONFerS NO rIGHTS 
UPON THe CerTIFICaTe HOLder.  THIS CerTIFICaTe dOeS NOT aMeNd, eXTeNd Or aLTer THe 
COVeraGe aFFOrded BY THe POLICIeS BeLOW.

INSUred

JOHN DOE
DBA: JOHN’S TAXI
122 CENTRAL AVE
ANYWHERE   WA 98111

COMPaNIeS aFFOrdING COVeraGe
COMPaNY

a   TAXI INSURANCE COMPANY
COMPaNY

B

COVERAGES
THIS IS TO CerTIFY THaT THe POLICIeS OF INSUraNCe LISTed BeLOW HaVe BeeN ISSUed TO THe INSUred NaMed aBOVe FOr THe POLICY PerIOd INdICaTed, NOTWITHSTaNdING aNY reQUIreMeNTS, TerM 
Or CONdITION OF aNY CONTraCT Or OTHer dOCUMeNT WITH rePeCT TO WHICH THIS CerTIFICaTe MaY Be ISSUed Or MaY PerTaIN, THe INSUraNCe aFFOrded BY THe POLICIeS deSCrIBed HereIN IS
 SUBJeCT TO aLL TerMS, eXCLUSIONS aNd CONdITIONS OF SUCH POLICIeS. LIMITS SHOWN MaY aHVe BeeN redUCed BY PaId CLaIMS.

CO
LTR TYPE OF INSURANCE POLICY NUMBER

POLICY
EFFECTIVE
DATE
(MM/DD/YY)

POLICY
EFFECTIVE
DATE
(MM/DD/YY

LIMITS

GENERAL LIABILITY eaCH OCCUreNCe $  

X COMMerCIaL GeNeraL LIaBILITY FIre daMaGe (any one fi re) $

CLaIMS X OCCUr Med eXP (any one person) $

PerSONaL & adV INJUrY $

GeNeraL aGGreGaTe $

PrOdUCTS-COMP/OP aGG $

AUTOMOBILE LIABLILITY

R4603348A 12/01/09 12/01/10

COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

aNY aUTO BODILY INJURY
(Per person) $ 100,000

aLL OWNed aUTOS BODILY INJURY
(Per accident) $ 300,000

HIred aUTOS
PROPERTY DAMAGE $  25,000

NON-OWNed aUTOS

GARAGE LIABLIITY aUTO ONLY - ea aCCIdeNT s

aNY aUTO OTHer THaN aUTO ONLY: s

eaCH aCCIdeNT s

aGGreGaTe s

EXCESS LIABILITY eaCH OCCUreNCe $

UMBreLLa aGGreGaTe $

OTHer THaN UMBreLLa $

OTHER

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS/LOCATIONS/VEHICLES/SPECIAL ITEMS

1993 CHEVROLET 1G1VV52D8VV1930006

CerTIFICaTe HOLder CaNCeLLaTION

STATE OF WASHINGTON
BUSINESS LICENSING SERVICE
PO BOX 9034
OLYMPIA WA 98507-9034

SHOULd aNY OF THe aBOVe deSCrIBed POLICIeS Be CaNCeLLed 
BeFOre THe eXPIraTION daTe THereOF, THe ISSUING COMPaNY WILL 

eNdeaVOr TO MaIL    30  daYS WrITTeN NOTICe TO THe CerTIFICaTe 
HOLder NaMed TO THe LeFT, BUT FaILUre TO MaIL SUCH NOTICe SHaLL 
IMPOSe NO OBLIGaTION Or LIaBILITY OF aNY KINd UPON THe COMPaNY, 
IT’S aGeNTS Or rePreSeNTaTIVeS.

aUTHOrIZed rePreSeNTaTIVe
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